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LOA 47’2”
Hull length 45’8”
LWL 42’3”
Beam 14’3”
Draft (standard) 7’4”
     - competition 8’2”
     - shallow 6’1”
     - West Coast 8’0”
Displacement (standard) 24,691 lbs.
     - competition 23,589 lbs.
     - shallow 25,463 lbs.
     - West Coast 24,361 lbs.
Ballast (standard) 7,716 lbs.
     - competition 6,944 lbs.
     - shallow 8,488 lbs.
     - West Coast 7,385 lbs.
Total Sail Area (standard) 1,228 sq ft.
     - competition 1,302 sq ft.
Engine Volvo D2-55

53 hp
Fresh Water Approx. 118US
Fuel Tank Approx. 55US

SPECIFICATIONS

Once upon a time just about 
every sailboat manufacturer 
touted its boats as cruiser-

racers, racer-cruisers or performance 
cruisers, repeating the message that 
a single boat could do it all. Those 
monikers are still overused today, 
though most sailors don’t pay much 
att ention to them. They may have 
to pay att ention when the folks at 
Dehler starts throwing those phrases 
around about this 46-footer.
 The German manufacturer De-
hler has a reputation of rugged 
construction and good performance, 

earned largely on the European rac-
ing circuit “back in the day.” Semi 
production boats even went toe-to-
toe with custom racers. The DB1 
and DB2 Three Quarter Tonners 
were ferocious race boats. Dehler 
has continually updated its line of 
production cruiser racers of the last 
30 years, and has developed styling 
all its own.
 The new 46 can be confi gured sev-
eral ways, with varying amounts of 
depth, sail area and interior confi gu-
ration. It has plenty of sail area even 
with its smaller rig, with a SA/Disp 

ration of 21.4. Opt for the extra sail 
area and that number pops up over 
23. That doesn’t put it into today’s 
“sport boat” realm, but would still be 
plenty to get moving on those light 
wind days in the Pacifi c Northwest.
 The Judel/Vrolijk design team 
opted away from the hard-chined 
stern du jour. There’s still plenty of 
power aft, but there would be no hard 
chine that might add some undesir-
able wett ed surface on the light air 
days. 
 Below decks, the volume is mas-
sive. Like the Judel/Vrolijk designed 
Hanse 385 we looked at back in 
March, the sense of openness in the 
main cabin is enhanced with light 
colored components and large sky-
light type mid cabin hatches. Like 
most boats, the sett ees have been 
pushed outboard, trading storage 
to provide a more open feel.
 There are plenty of aesthetic options 
from which to choose, both inside 
and out, and they’re all laid out on 
the Dehler website. It’s worth noting 
they off er several diff erent colors of 
synthetic teak on deck. Other options 
include items like a performance rud-
der, retractable  bow thruster and 
carbon fi ber mast.
 While Dehler’s concept for the 46 
is clearly geared toward confi gur-
ing the boat for any kind of sailor, 
it seems perfect for a certain kind 

Dehler 46

� e Return of the Racer-Cruiser

of sailor, the one who wants to both 
race and cruise the same boat. And 
to do it with a style that looks and 
feels like the current crop of dedi-
cated racing boats.
 On the Pacifi c Northwest racing 
scene, it could be the racer-cruiser that 
takes on dedicated racing boats under 
IRC in Seatt le or ORC in Vancouver.  

Local Dealer: JK3 Yacht Sales and 
Service, 1500 Westlake Ave. N Suite 
112 | Seatt le | WA 98109 | T - 206-
285-6200.  Dehler: www.dehler.com

 


